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Local Organisations - Some Useful Telephone Numbers 

Guides: Sandra McIvor 07876 
787959                                         

Brownies & Rainbows: 

Janet Symonds 01777 818713 

Scouts: Mark Mounde 07496 
957562  

Cubs: Mark Mounde 07496 
957562  

Beavers: Ieuan—07778 
702914 

 

Methodist Church: 

Circuit Office: 01777 702786 

Mon,Tues,Thurs. 9.30  - 3.00 

 

Bawtry Amateur Dramatic 
Society: 

Louella Chesterman, 07754 
547652  

 

Scrooby Village Hall: 

Izzi Marshall, 01302 719190 

 

Torworth, Ranskill & 
Scrooby Allotment Ass’n 

Stephen Cole, 01777 818779 

 

Bassetlaw Cardiac Support 
Group: Christine Coldwell 
01909 730629 

Ranskill & Torworth 
Afternoon Fellowship Club: 

Carol Head, 01777 705077 

Ranskill Top Shop:  

01777 818864 

Mattersey (with Ranskill)  

Wraparound and Holiday 
Club:  

01777 817265 / 07973 870299 

       
office28@mattersey.notts.sch.uk 

wraparound@mattersey.notts.sch.uk 

 

Ranskill Bowls Club: 

Simon Wallis 07876 285593 

Ranskill Investment Club: 

David Smith, 01777 818400 

Ranskill Nursery Pre-school: 

Rachel Clayton 01777 816066 

Ranskill Primary School,  

Head Teacher, Mrs J Throssell, 

01777 818468 

Ranskill Reading Room: 

Peter Parkin, 01777 818852 

Ranskill & Torworth W.I: 

Pat Blatchford, 01777 818519 
 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Representatives: 

Ranskill: Barry Bown, 01777 
816325 

Scrooby: Alyson Goldsmith 
07507 493430  

 

Ranskill Parish Council:  

Bryn Kinsey 07305 129849 
Scrooby Parish Council: 

Tony Smith 07974 836978 

Torworth Parish Council: 

Claire Challener 07557 104323 

 

District Councillors: 

Ranskill & Torworth: 

David Bamford  

Scrooby: Jack Bowker 

County Councillors: 

Ranskill & Torworth: 

Tracy Taylor 01777 816781 / 
07770 847086 

Scrooby: Tracy Taylor 01777 
816781 / 07770 847086 

 

Police: 101 

Non urgent enquiries: 

PC Jason Fellows 

07525 226893 

PCSO Lucy Campion 07525 
989445 
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The STAR   No. 467 November 2024 

Scrooby, Torworth And Ranskill 

All the news and views from our three villages 

IN MY OPINION 
 
Would you like to contribute 
something that you feel strongly 
about and want to tell our 
readers?  If so, please email it or 
let your village representative 
have your copy (around 350 
words) in good time for next 
month. 
 
All advertising copy and 
alterations to advertisements 
must be submitted by the 16th of 
the month.  

DISCLAIMER AND COPYRIGHT 
 
The views expressed within this 
Newsletter DO NOT necessarily 
reflect the views of the Editorial 
Panel.   
 
We make every effort and take 
great care in the assembly and 
production of this newsletter; 
however we accept no 
responsibility for matters or 
disputes arising as a result of 
errors, printing errors, stories, 
features or advertisements which 
appear in this publication. 
 
Submitted articles and pictures are 
accepted on the understanding that 
the contributor owns the copyright, 
or has cleared the material for use, 
and that the STAR has permission 
to publish all or part of that 
submitted material.  

Editor Notes 
Deadline: 16th of each month 

Email: copy4star@yahoo.co.uk 

www.the-star.org.uk 

Dear Readers 

Welcome to Autumn, I hope you’ve dusted off your 
slow cooker and chosen the winning conker. There 
are a few calls to action in this edition. Please 
circulate amongst friends and family and lets see if 
we can raise enough interest for the following: 

Can you help to save Torworth Festival? 
Unfortunately the event cannot continue into 2025 
unless more volunteers come forward—you don’t 
have to live in Torworth to be part of the event! 

The Scrooby Parish Council are canvassing 
demand for a First Aid course. If there is enough 
interest they will organize one in the next 2-3 
months. They are also looking for more Parish 
Councillors—please get in touch if this sounds of 
interest to you. 

For further information about both the above 
queries, see page 27. 

The cover photo this month is of Eva, Evelyn, Thea 
and Amy from 1st Ranskill Brownies following their 
Brownie Promise. Girlguiding are looking for new 
leaders—could you see yourself as a leader? If so 
go to Girlguiding UK to 
register. 

Don’t forget to check those 
bonfires incase hedgehogs 
have found a new home. 

Luci 
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CLEANER SWEEPS  
Chimney Sweep 

   NO HIDDEN FEES 

• CCTV INSPECTION 
• REPAIRS 
• NO MESS 
• FULLY INSURED MEMBER 
•COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATE ISSUED FOR PROPERTY 
   INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 

CALL PETE—07583 217834 
www.cleanersweeps.com 

CLEANER SWEEPS 

Handyman  

One off jobs or Regular jobs 

•Gardening 

•Grass cutting 

•Fence repairs 

•Painting 

•Plumbing 

•most jobs considered  

Contact Steve McCroakam  

Email: 

steve.mccroakam@virgin.net 

or 07906075648 

mailto:steve.mccroakam@virgin.net


Rainbows have had a busy half term 

working towards the Skills for My 

Future Theme Award. They have 

made trifles, fixed boxes and enjoyed 

many games and songs. They visited 

Retford Library to gain their 

Booklover Interest Badge and will be 

having a Black Cat Party during half 

term. 

We do have a full unit and a waiting 

list so please do go Girlguiding UK to 

register for a place next year. 

Thanks as always to Chaffinch, Dove 

and Jenny Wren who support the 

girls to have fun and enjoy meetings 

in a great way. 

Brownies are also full with a waiting 

list. They have been joined this half 

term by Eva, Thea, Evelyn and Emily 

who made their Promise on 14th 

October and Zara was presented with 

her Brownie Gold Award for gaining 

all six theme awards. 

This term girls are working towards 

their Be Well Theme Award and have 

done their Grow Your Own Badge 

when they planted seedlings and 

designed their own dream garden. 

Brownies will also be at the Black Cat 

Party and all Uniformed 

Organisations will be in St .Barnabas 

Church, Ranskill on 10th November 

for Remembrance Sunday Parade 

Service. 

Girlguiding are looking for new 

leaders. If you are interested then go 

to Girlguiding UK to register as a 

volunteer. It’s rewarding, fun, makes 

a difference to young people, 

supports others and enables  you to 

develop your skills to help others. 

Janet Symonds 

1st Ranskill Rainbows & Brownies 

Eva, Thea and Emily with their Pot of Gold, Harriet With her trifle, (above) Evelyn and Anna with their trifles., (cover)

Eva, Evelyn, Thea and Emily following their Brownie Promise   
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GW French polishers/paint sprayers Sheffield.  

Stripping, restoration, re-polishing, painting...  

Tables, furniture, doors, floors, staircases, bars...  

The materials we use are the best on the market, from 

lacquers, stains, 2k paints, varnishes, waxing, and also 

traditional French polishing.  

Work on site throughout the UK, or in our spray 

workshop. We have 3 employees all qualified and highly 

experienced in all aspects of the trade with a combined 

32 years experience.  

For full range of services, see website: 

www.frenchpolisher-sheffield.com 

GW French Polishers 

Tel: 07534503578  
email:  gw-frenchpolishers@mail.com  

French Polishing & Paint Spraying 

 

• Air conditioning install 
and service, (heating and 
cooling). 
• Air source and ground 
source heat pump service 
and repair. 
• Walk in fridge/freezer 
repairs. 
• Industrial process 
cooling equipment, 
repair, and retrofits. 
• Chilled water systems 
repair and service. 
• 14 years in business.  
• Phone 01302 683013 
email steve@iceref.co.uk 
www.iceref.co.uk 
www.parkhomeaircon.co.uk 

Ice Refrigeration 
Services 

ART WORK FOR SALE 
Letwell Village Hall 

Saturday November 9th 
10 til 4 

Refreshments available 

 
Provided by Mrs D. 

Smith. Monday - 
Friday 9am - 3pm. 

To make an 
appointment call 

01777 818027  
or 07588 238564 

DOG WALKING SERVICE  

Commission a pet portrait and 
capture your furry friend forever. 
Contact me for further details and 

a no-obligation quote. 
Chris Robinson 07894 473313 
c.robinson46@btinternet.com 

facebook: heartsncrafts4u 

Affordable bespoke pet portraits - hand-drawn with love. 
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BLUE BELL 

R A N S K I L L  

CALL 01777 817952 FOR BOOKINGS AND ENQUIRIES 

Opening Hours: 
Monday:  closed 
Tuesday:  12-10pm 
Wednesday:12-11pm 
Thursday:  12-11pm 
Friday:  12-11.30pm 
Saturday:  12-11.30pm 
Sunday:  12-9pm 

Food Times: 
Tuesday to Saturday: 12-9pm 

(light lunch menu available 12-5pm) 

Sunday: 12-6pm 

Quiz night every Wednesday 8.30pm 
onwards - winning team prize and 
cash snowball to be won. 

Steak night every Thursday 5 - 9 pm 
alongside our main menu.  Enjoy two 
8oz sirloin steaks cooked to 
perfection and a bottle of house wine 
for only £35. 

New weekly specials menu 
released every Friday full of delicious 
new meals to try out, why not join us 
over the weekend and try them out for 
yourselves. 

Sunday - Delicious homecooked 
Sunday roasts  between 12 - 6pm - 
booking advised to be safe. 

 

New Extended Cattery Block  
now with 5* rating from Bassetlaw DC 

As promised fabulous new pens specifically designed for 
disabled / elderly cats that struggle jumping on shelves. 

Extra large family pens and also large pens with a joining 
pen to allow cats to be together but have their own space 
too. Not only will your cats have lots of TLC from me but 

my partner too. 

Tel: 01777 817389 | Mob: 0781 358 9124 
Web: www.whitegatescattery.co.uk 

Email: whitegatescattery@gmail.com 
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• Sunday 3rd:  Scrooby – 9.30am CW HC  

• Sunday  10th :  Ranskill  – 9.30am Remembrance 
Parade, Blyth – 9.30am Remembrance Service, 
Scrooby – 10.45am Remembrance Service 

• Sunday 17th:  Blyth – 9.30am CW HC 

• Sunday 24th:  Ranskill – 9.30am CW HC  

 

Key: 

CW – Common Worship 

HC – Holy Communion 

BCP – Book of Common Prayer 

Our churches are open, and all are welcome to our 
services, please wear a mask if you feel safer. 

If you would like to arrange a baptism, wedding, 
funeral or other function at one of our churches 
please contact one of the churchwardens.    

Useful Contacts: 

Church Warden - Ranskill, David Stacey 01777 

818303, Scrooby, Gordon Ashworth 01777 818322 

Church Notices for November 

Ranskill and Torworth W.I 

The meeting for the above organisation will be on Tuesday 26th November 2024 in the Village Hall., Kennel 

Drive, Barnby Moor.  

The Speaker is Mr. Steve Williams who will be talking on The Oasis Project Worksop. Meetings commence at 

2pm.  For further information please ring 01777 818519.  Pat Blatchford.  

Winter Words 

Local literary enthusiast Rob White returns to Retford Library to deliver Winter Words, a talk on Thomas 

Hardy's poetry referencing the same poems set to music by Benjamin Britten in a song cycle of the same 

title. 

Stand by for some fascinating insights into Hardy's life and work. And there will be a little music! 

Venue:  Retford Library 

Date:  Thursday 21st November at 6pm 

Price:  £3 to include a glass of wine and nibbles 

Book your place at Retford Library  01777 708724   

retford.library@inspireculture.org.uk 
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South Street Storage 
Offers affordable, secure, 
indoor storage solutions 
meeting both commercial and 
domestic needs. 
Various size units available. 
Close to Retford town centre. 
Easy access just off A1. 

Suitable for: 
• General household items 
• Sports equipment 
• Student storage 
• Documents storage 
• Bicycle storage 
• Stock storage 
Services: 
• Pickup & delivery 
   options available 
Open: 
Mon-Fri - 10.00-16.00 
Sat -  10.00-14.00 
01777 702779 / 07550 002242 
southstreetstorage@gmx.com 

 

For care and support when 
you need it the most 

Personal service 24 hours a day.  
Independent family business. 

Established for over 90 years. Pre-payment plans available. 

 
19, Thorne Road, Bawtry, Doncaster,  

DN10 6QL 
Tel 01302 710285 

www.wepinder.com 

info@flowersbykay.co.uk 

beautifully designed and 

professionally presented flowers 

f 

01777 818284 

07969 746961 
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     BuzzOFF  
  Pest Solutions 

Fully insured member of 
NPTA. 25 years experience. 

Worked for Bassetlaw DC for 33 
years until they have withdrawn 
the pest control services. 

Wasps, bees, ants, rats, 
mice, fleas, bedbugs, moles, 
feral pigeons, etc.  

Any other pests, please phone. 

OAP prices start  

from just £35. 

Other prices start  

from just £39. 

Commercial prices start 
from £39. Yearly contracts 
can be arranged. 

Please phone Paul - 

 Mob: 07706 747073 or  

 Tel: 01777 816074 

Email: buzzoffps@outlook.com 

Web: buzzoffpestsolutions.co.uk 

LOCAL CHIMNEY 
SWEEP 

 

 

Open fires and stoves swept 

Chimney cowls and cages fitted 

Certificates issued 

Fully insured 

For a prompt and friendly 

service that’s clean and tidy. 

Call Nigel on: 

07901 935230 

 

All jobs 

considered 

LOW 

PRICES 

2 MEN WITH 

A VAN 

FOR HIRE 

Mob: 0755 000 2242 

or Tel: 0177 770 2779 

Single items to Full Houses 
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Who hasn’t stood looking in wonder at a starling 
murmuration at least once in their life? A swirling, 
whirling mass of birds making incredible, shapes 
against the sky that separate and reform in beautiful 
fluid movements. Then, suddenly, they are gone, 
dropping as though at a signal, into the reeds. Who 
told them when to do that? How come they never 
bump into one another? What makes them gather in 
the first place?  
 
Enter Kathryn Cooper, photographer, artist, scientist 
and our November speaker. Kathryn’s award-winning 
photography will help reveal some of the secrets of 
the starlings’ movements. She has won numerous 
awards for her work, the most recent was being 
shortlisted for the Sony World Photography Awards 
Professional Series. Kathryn spent her early career 
developing techniques for medical imaging that she 
now uses in her nature photography. She takes many 
successive exposures and then overlays them onto 
the same print, a technique that reveals motion and 
behaviour that would otherwise remain hidden.  

Kathryn’s images have revealed much 
about collaborative behaviour and complex systems 
that is relevant to all our lives. This really is one talk 
not to be missed. Come and experience some cutting 
edge science, learn a little more about our local 
wildlife and appreciate some great art!  
 
This meeting will be held at the Idle Valley Centre 
starting at 7.15pm, on Thursday 14 November. £3.00 
entry includes tea and biscuits. All welcome; no need 
to book.   
 
If you haven’t already, why not sign up for email 
updates to ensure you get all the information about 
the North Notts Local Group’s talks and activities 
straight to your inbox? Don’t miss any of the 
excitement!    
 
For more information, phone Jan 01777 709974 or 
07969180067 or email janwilliamson133@gmail.com   
if you would like to receive email updates of Local 
Group activities. 

Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust 
The Coherent Motion of Starling Murmurations 

One very special thing about volunteering at the 
Wednesday Group is that you can see the difference it 
makes to people’s lives. Just a week or two of sitting 
next to someone who talks to you instead of sitting 
alone at home, of being encouraged to take part in 
the exercises or dances, or of being asked if you’d 
like to play cards or have a go at a spot of craft work 
for a change is all it seems to take. Gradually the 
tension vanishes, they’re looking relaxed, smiling, 
starting a conversation.   

One day I heard something that took my breath away 
for a moment: “It’s made all the difference to my life, 
coming here,” said one lady. We volunteers change 
too. As we become more confident and get to know 
people better volunteers are more likely to adopt new 
approaches or to try new activities. The result is that 
the group is changing and developing all the time to 

reflect the interests and abilities of its members. It’s 
a very different group from the one we started ten 
years ago. We didn’t have live music then and we 
never thought of getting up and dancing. Ten years 
on, and it’s much more exciting! 

If you care for someone with dementia or you have a 
diagnosis yourself, or if you want to know more and 
you think the Wednesday Group might be helpful, do 
get in touch.   

Contact Jan on 01777 709974 or 07969180067 or 
email janwilliamson133@gmail.com for the latest on 
what we are doing and current availability. 
Unfortunately, we have a waiting list at present but 
we are looking into ways of accommodating more 
people. It’s £10 per session which includes lunch, 
and, your first visit is free! 

The Wednesday (Memory) Group 
“It’s made all the difference to my life” 
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W. H. OTTLEY 
LTD. 

Blyth Road, Ranskill 
Telephone 01777 

818621 
 

 
 

 

Opening hours: 

Monday-Friday 9 am-1 pm 

www.whottley.co.uk 

Suppliers of all 

animal feeds. 

Pet foods. 

Seed Corn. 

 Fertilisers. 

Bedding. 

 

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

● High Powered Portable Equipment 
● Commercial and Domestic Services 
● Stain Removal/Reduction  
● Satisfaction Guaranteed 

● Dry in hours NOT days  
● “One Off” or Regular Cleans  
● Fully Insured & experienced 
    operators  

Please Call Mob: 0755 000 2242 

Tel: 0177 770 2779 
Mattresses, Caravans, Motorhomes, Conservatory Suites, Offices etc.– prices from £30. 

 C.W. 

Painting and 

Decorating 

Interior and  
Exterior 

Free Estimates 

OAP Discounts 
30 years experience. 

 

Plus small building projects 

e.g. Brick pointing 

Boundary walls 
 

Tel Clint:  
01302 310455  

or 07599 053739 
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SCROOBY SHOW RAFFLE 

********Unclaimed prizes******** 

The following raffle ticket winners have 

still not been claimed: 

 

Green 256        Pink 546       Green 311 

 

If you have, or know someone who might 

have, one of these tickets, 

please contact Stephen on 07341 386050  
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 Retford Memorials Ltd 

Buy with confidence 
from a local BRAMM 
approved family 
business. 
Large showroom. 
Free colour brochures. 
Renovation and safety 
specialists. 
 

6 Churchgate • Retford 
Tel: 01777 705673 

email: retfordmemorials@gmail.com 
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RANSKILL BOWLS CLUB (Station Road, DN22 8LE) 

We are now playing indoor short mat bowling in our indoor 

pavilion for the winter season. We always welcome new 

members—whether you are experienced or a beginner looking 

for a new hobby. It’s a good game for both young adults and the young at heart!. So why 

not give us a try. We also have a wonderful Craft and Chat Club on a Friday from 10am to 

12 ish.  

We open for bowling Thursday at 6pm and Saturday 2pm. 

Ring Simon on 07876 285593, or Carol for Crafts on 07495 078254 

Scrooby Village Hall 
The hall is now available for 

business meetings and 
parties. 

• Fully equipped kitchen 
with crockery for up to 
60 people. 

• Wi-Fi, Audio-visual 
equipment,  screen and 
4K projector. 

• French doors from hall 
opening onto attractive 
patio and village green. 

• Barbeque 

• Competitive rates 

• Disabled access and 
toilet 

Ring Izzy to book on 

 01302 719090 

 P. Clay Fabrications 

Quality Gates & Railings made to measure 

Manual or Automated 

Security Grilles - Weather Vanes 

www.pclayfabrications.co.uk 

01427 890482 or 07813 836728 
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Scrooby Community Cinema 
presents 

8:00 pm (doors open 7:30) 

Sunday 10th November 

Scrooby Village Hall. 

£5 on the door. 

Licenced Bar 

Details: Stephen Cordery 

07494 242853 18 

Minnesota car salesman Jerry 

Lundegaard’s inept crime falls 

apart due to his and his 

henchmen’s bungling and the 

persistent police work of the 

quite pregnant Marge 

Gunderson. 

Scrooby Harvest Supper 

Thank you so much to everyone 

who helped or contributed in any 

way to the recent supper.  

£1020 was raised and, after a 

small donation to the Village Hall, 

this has been divided between 

Medecins sans Frontieres and the 

Bassetlaw Hospice. 
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BLUEBELL GARDENING 

SERVICES 

Regular/One off 

Weeding 

Fencing 

Garden Clearance 

End of Tenancy 
Clean ups 

Gutters and Fascias 
Cleaned 

Lawns Mowed/Turf Laid 

Hedge Cuts 

Small Landscaping 

High Pressure 
Cleaning 
Patios and Decking 

Tree Surgery 

07734 870162 / 07583 248696 

Pruning 

HOLIDAY COTTAGE WHITBY 

Available for rent. 
Only yards from the 199 steps 

and Tate Beach. 
2 double bedrooms 

(one bed accessible from one 
side only). 

Garden with steps leading to 
main entrance. 
Shower room. 

Lounge / Dining Room / 
Kitchen (compact and cosy). 

Gas central heating. 
Coal effect gas fire. 

Freeview. 
Buckets, Spades, Crabbing 

Nets, Deck chairs, Wind breaks 
& BBQ for guests use. 

No pets. 
Shed suitable for storing bikes. 
From £295 to £540 per week. 

Short breaks from £225 to 
£400. 

01302 714356 (Scrooby) 

 

 

 

For information about requested titles or particular items of stock, please 
contact: 01909 535353. email: worksop.library@inspireculture.org.uk 

THE MOBILE  LIBRARY 
Will visit the villages on the following dates: 

Ranskill and Torworth—Friday, November 22nd 
Scrooby - Tuesday November 5th 

 

Missing something? 

See it in colour on our website 

at 

the-star.org.uk 
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WARM SPACES IN SCROOBY  
November - December 2024  

Join us in Scrooby Village hall for Warm Spaces on the first and 
third (and fifth) Tuesday of each month, alternating with Ripples. 
Come along for a cuppa and a chat, and perhaps a game of 
dominoes. 

There is no charge but small donations towards costs will help. 

Dates are:  

November 5th  November 19th 

December 3rd  December 17th 

 

Ripples Social Group takes place at the same time on the second 
and fourth Tuesday of each month. 

 

Time:       Tuesdays at 1.30pm to 3.00pm 

Place:       Scrooby Village Hall 
 

All are welcome  

 
For further information, please contact Stephen Lincoln on 07341 386050 
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Ranskill Ramblings—Part 2 
Station Road 

Where the Top Shop is now was 

Fullers shop, Post Office and 

Bakery. Bob Fuller baked bread 

and cakes in what is now the 

Fish & Chip shop and they were 

delivered round the district by 

van. He made a lot of money 

and bought several properties 

in the village. 

Plumtree Cottage next to the 

Chapel was said to be a school 

many years ago. 

The first house on Gladstone 

Terrace was a shop run by Mrs 

Hurst. Mr Hurst had lost a leg 

above the knee and got around 

on a pair of large wooden 

crutches. In spite of this they 

took in three evacuees from the 

Great Yarmouth area who I 

often used to play with. Sadly, 

only two of them went back as 

one was knocked down by a car 

on the crossroads and killed. 

At Blyton House lived Mr & Mrs 

Johnson of Skinner & Johnson. 

They had a lot to do with the 

Chapel. Mr Johnson ran a silver 

SS Jaguar, a very nice car. 

At Bourne Villas lived Mrs 

Hindmarsh who spent half her 

life on Station Road gossiping 

and was well known for it. 

Just before the crossing on the 

right was the Skinner & 

Johnson forkworks, which at 

that time was the biggest 

employer in the village. They 

made forks and spades and all 

types of garden tools which 

were stronger and lighter than 

anything you can buy today, 

some are still in use in my 

garden. They also ran a lorry to 

Harworth and Bircotes every 

day to bring in more workers. 

According to my mother, one of 

the Skinners was a bit of a lad 

and did a runner with some of 

the firm’s money. Ken Johnson 

lived on Folly Nook and rode a 

horse called Rufus which had 

never been known to break into 

a trot. 

Next came the Station, the 

Stationmasters house and the 

station yard. Jess Potter ran a 

coal business from the yard. 

In Autumn, Station Road would 

be littered with sugar beet and 

turnips as farmers sent their 

produce away by rail. If a 

certain signalman was on duty 

we would go into the signal box 

and watch him at work, it was 

great. 

Where Lowfields is now was the 

hostel which housed workers 

from the ROF factory, which ran 

from the bottom of Ranskill 

nearly to Sutton and employed 

4,000 people. The hostel 

stretched from Station Road to 

the top of the school field and 

at the Lowfield end was the 

dining hall and the concert 

hall. At that time the path by 

the railway was a proper road. 

After the factory closed the 

hostel was turned into a 

teacher training college. Some 

of the local females thought all 

their Christmases had come at 

once – 600 young men on the 

doorstep! 
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When the college closed the 

site was built on, apart from 

the two large halls which were 

left for light industry. 

James Maude were pattern 

makers and Saville Brindley 

precision engineers were two 

that I remember. 

Over the crossing was the malt 

kiln owned at one time by 

Barnsley Brewery Co. Mr 

Beeston was the manager and 

one day during Scout Bob a Job 

Week (a bob was one shilling or 

5p today) my friend and I 

asked if he had any jobs we 

could do. Yes he said, we could 

whitewash the inside of his two 

hen houses. This we did and 

came home covered in fleas 

and lice. 

Straight on down Common 

Lane and before the stream 

was the large area of land that 

had been quarried for sand and 

gravel and just left. Nature had 

reclaimed it so there was lush 

grass and wild flowers 

everywhere, fish in the ponds 

and an abundance of wildlife.  

Also on that side of the line 

was the branch line to the ROF 

factory. When the factory 

closed the line was kept on as a 

wagon repair siding. There was 

also a precast concrete works. 

Mattersey Road 

Until the mid 1930’s the village 

sports field stretched down 

Mattersey Road as far as 

Ranskill House and down 

Station Road as far as the 

Bowling Green. It belonged to 

the Worksop & Retford Brewery 

Co. 

In the corner near the Chapel 

my mother had a wooden shop 

and a little further down 

Mattersey Road was the 

Pavilion. 

The only house on the other 

side of the road was Laburnum 

Cottage where pig farmer 

George Richardson lived. He 

also farmed the fields where 

Southfall and Stonehill Close 

stand. On the Stonehill side 

was a long wooden building 

which during the war housed 

an auxiliary fire engine. 

At the Red House (now 

Belmont Manor) lived the 

Durnfords, one of whom used 

to take a boat on the Ballast 

Hole (now Birchwood) and 

paint landscapes. My mother 

said they also planted the trees 

on Mattersey Road. 

The Ballast Hole was created 

when the railway company 

needed material to build the 

viaduct at Bawtry. 

Blyth Road 

Just around the corner, Mrs 

Jervis sold fruit and vegetables 

from a house which is now part 

of the Blue Bell Inn. 
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The founder of W H Otley Ltd 

lived at The Grange. He was 

quite well known in the area, 

was a member of the Blyth and 

Ranskill Parish Councils, 

helped to form Ranskill Scout 

Troop and ran a bible class for 

many years. The business at 

that time was in Doncaster but 

eventually had to move due to 

redevelopment and came to 

Ranskill. 

Next to the corn business was a 

cottage, long since demolished, 

where Alf Cook lived. Alf had 

worked on the land all his life 

and fancied himself as a 

weather forecaster. I will say 

no more! 

The first farmer I can 

remember at Larkfield Farm 

was Mr Rhodes. After him came 

Mr Cowling a ‘gentleman 

farmer’.  

He joined the Parish Council 

and was very keen to get the 

council houses built on Station 

Road. Some other residents 

were not so keen. He also had 

the first diesel tractor in the 

village. 

Colonel and Mrs Brown lived at 

Thorn House and had jewellers 

shops in Sheffield, Doncaster 

and Scarborough. Every year 

they had a garden fete in aid of 

church funds. They also had a 

Rolls Royce. 

Joe Dyson was the gardener at 

Thorn House and when he 

retired he bought a caravan 

and lived in it in the field next 

to Blue Bell Court. Joe was 

handy with a pair of scissors 

and used to cut my hair and 

that of several other people. 

His wife Minnie was a member 

of the WI. One year they put on 

a show in the Church Room. I 

can’t remember what it was 

called but it was very funny and 

Minnie was the star of the 

show. 

Mr Kitchin farmed at Poplar 

Farm. He always wore his flat 

cap back to front to keep the 

rain from running down his 

neck.  

The Gillot family lived at Birk 

Hill (now Ranskill Mount) and 

had a steel business in 

Sheffield. I seem to remember 

the garden had its own 

irrigation system supplied from 

a well and pumped by a wind 

turbine. 

In 1891 they built the Reading 

Room and library on the Great 

North Road. In the early part of 

the 20th century, two full 

billiard tables were acquired 

and the library part faded 

away. It is still functioning and 

has a team in the Retford 

Snooker League. 

To be continued…   P. F. Parkin 
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ADVERTISE WITH 

THE STAR 

The STAR reaches all residents of Scrooby, Ranskill and Torworth plus 

outlets in Blyth, Mattersey and Barnby Moor 

Advertising Rates: 

 Size A: 4.3cm wide by 4.7cm high  £3 per month  or £30 per year 

 Size B: 8.8 cm wide by 4.7cm high £6 per month or £60 per year 

 Size C: 4.3cm wide by 9.6 cm high £6 per month or £60 per year 

 Size D: 8.8cm wide by 9.6 cm high £12 per month or £120 per year 

 Size E: 13.3cm wide by 4.7cm high £9 per month or £90 per year 

 Size F: 13.3cm wide by 9.6cm high £18 per month or £180 per year 

 Full Page: £25 per month or £250 per year 

Please note a year is for 11 issues per year as there is no issue in January. 

Please send this page, with details of your advert to: 

The STAR, Cornerstones, Low Street, Torworth, DN22 8NX 

or send an email to: copy4star@yahoo.co.uk 

I would like to place an advert or renew an advert in the STAR 

Business Name (if applicable)……………………………………………………………………...………... 

Contact Name………………………………………………………………………………….…………………….. 

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Telephone Number…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Email address………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Size (circle your preferred choice):  A    B     C    D     E     F      Full Page 

Start Month………………….   Running for……………...months 

Please make cheques payable to “The STAR”. All adverts must be paid for in advance by 

the 16th of the month. Cheque enclosed for £…………… 

Signed………………………………………….. Tick if receipt required 
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